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Ellis Graber, an Unsung Hero of the UK 
Postcard Trade 
 

Introduction 
 
Ellis Graber of Tunbridge Wells is a little known business which had a huge impact on the production 
of real photograph postcards in the UK and elsewhere between around 1908 and 1946.  
 
Ellis Graber, the man behind the business, was a Polish Jew, born in 1869, who came to Tunbridge 
Wells as a youth.  There he obtained employment with Lewis Hepworth (1852-1907), a printer, 
stationer and publisher, who had premises, first in Nevill Street and later at the Vale Road Printing 
Works. Lewis Hepworth later traded as Lewis Hepworth and Co Ltd from 1893 and added ‘printers’ 
engineer’ to his list of occupations. 
 

Ellis Graber – the man behind the business 
 
In January 1891 Ellis Graber married Alice Waters (1863-1938). Alice was born in Tunbridge Wells. 
Their marriage certificate shows that the families of Alice and Ellis at that point lived next door to 
each other in Tunbridge Wells, at 16 and 18 Windmill Street respectively. Ellis’s father, Zirken, gave 
his occupation as a tutor and Alice’s father, Alfred, was a carpenter. Ellis’s family name was shown 
on the wedding certificate as “Grabon”. This may have been an error, or it may be that the family 
name was slightly anglicised from this point forward. Ellis’s occupation was shown as a bookbinder.  
In the 1891 census, Ellis and Alice were living at 1 Holly Bank Terrace, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Ellis 
was described as a machine ruler and bookbinder.  Ellis’s place of birth was given as Poland. Alice 
was shown as a dressmaker.  
 

Ruling Machine Patents 
 
Between 1894 and 1901 Ellis Graber and Lewis Hepworth jointly applied as inventors for seven 
different patents for ruling machines.  (i.e. machines for ruling lines on paper) 1.  Lewis Hepworth 
was the first named inventor in three patent applications and Ellis Graber was first named in the 
remaining four.  Lewis Hepworth set up a project called “Ellis and Co” around 1895 2 to market these 
ideas. The firm took its name from Ellis Graber, who was put in charge of the operation. In 1897 this 
embryonic business was put on a more serious footing with the formation of a limited company to 
manufacture and sell these machines, called “The Hepworth Printing and Ruling Machine Co”, with 
works in Quarry Road, Tunbridge Wells. Ellis Graber was in day to day charge of this firm while Lewis 
ran the rest of his business. 3 Despite Ellis and Lewis working closely together over many years, by 
November 1901, they appear to have been in dispute, and some sort of civil action was commenced 
by Ellis, but adjourned at the request of the Official Receiver.4  Notwithstanding this civil action, on 
24 December 1901 Lewis Hepworth and Ellis Graber jointly submitted another patent application for 
improvements to ruling machines 5.  
 
By November 1901 Lewis Hepworth was in deep financial trouble and a receiving order was made 
against him. 6 It became apparent during his bankruptcy public examination that: his businesses had 
depended on loans from his brother over many years, he had suffered a heavy financial loss through 
a fire where he was only partially insured  and generally that his book-keeping left much to be 
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desired. Lewis had liabilities of over £5,500, but claimed that selling his ruling machine patents 
would realise far more than his debts.  He claimed to have received a number of offers for his 
patents, the highest being for £20,000, but all of these offers had fallen through. Lewis tried to 
persuade his creditors to give him more time to negotiate a favourable patent sale, which would 
allow him to pay his creditors 7s 6d in the pound. The creditors were not impressed and refused to 
agree further uncertainty and delay. 7 Lewis Hepworth’s other company, Lewis Hepworth and Co Ltd, 
went into voluntary liquidation in September 1904 to allow the business to be restructured.8 
 
The 1901 Census shows Ellis Graber living at 33 Chandos Road, Tunbridge Wells, where his 
occupation was described as a ‘machinist printer’, working on his own account. He was shown in the 
census as a Polish subject. By this time Ellis and Alice had two children: Ellis Alexander (1895 -1947) 
and Dyson Herman (1898 -1917), both born in Tunbridge Wells.  
 

Ellis Graber, the Company 
 
No records have been found to describe how such a transition came about, but by 1902 two 
different companies were being run by Ellis Graber in Tunbridge Wells. These were  “Graber Printing 
and Ruling Machines Company Ltd” 9 and “Graber Printing and Ruling Machines  Syndicate Ltd” 10. 
These two different company names appear on two patent applications, with the same address in 
Quarry Road previously occupied by Lewis Hepworth’s firm.  The Syndicate Company did not last for 
long and appears in the London Gazette on 26 June 1903 p.4027, after shareholders called an 
extraordinary meeting to wind up the company. Later advertising by Ellis Graber, Tunbridge Wells, 
claims that Ellis’s firm was founded in 1900. 
 
From the number of patent applications, Ellis had no shortage of novel ideas for ruling machines. 
However, the market for such machines must have been somewhat limited and smaller printers, 
stationers and bookbinders probably preferred to buy in ruled paper and did not need expensive and 
complex machines to produce their own 11 . 
 
Business for Ellis in these early days was probably not as profitable as he would have wished and the 
family lived in a rented house. The Kent & Sussex Courier on Friday 16 October 1903, p7, reported 
on a near tragedy at the family home:  “Gas Explosion.—On Friday, Ellis Graber, who resides at 38, 
Newton-road, discovered an escape of gas in the front room his house and took a naked light to find 
the source of the leakage. The result was an explosion which burnt the side of Mr Graber's face and 
singed his hair. Word was sent to the Fire Station, and in a few moments the Chief Constable and 
several firemen ran out a line of hose, but no necessity arose for the water to be turned on. Capt. 
Westbrook arrived during the proceedings and took particulars. It appears that the escape arose 
from a pipe between the main and the meter. The building, which belongs to Mr Henry Adams, was 
insured but the contents were not.”  
 

Entering the Photographic Printing Sector 
 
After disappointing returns from the manufacture of the ruling machines, Ellis, now trading simply as 
“Ellis Graber, Tunbridge Wells”, turned his attention to machinery for the fast growing photographic 
printing trade. His firm, at least initially, had offered services in both engineering and bookbinding, 
but the last reference to the bookbinding side of the business is in the 1913 Kelly’s Directory of Kent.  
The firm’s first photographic processing machine was the “Graber Automatic Developing, Washing 
and Fixing Machine”, with a claimed possible daily throughput of 50-70,000 prints.  By 1909 Ellis had 
spotted a new market opportunity and had designed and manufactured a machine for the expanding  
real photograph postcard trade. The machine was the “Graber Automatic Exposing and Cutting 
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Machine”. The machine was fed from a 50 ft roll of bromide or gaslight photographic paper with the 
reverse side pre-printed as postcards. The machine exposed the face side of the sensitised paper 
through a negative and had a table with a guillotine to cut the exposed roll into lengths which could 
be processed in trays, or the exposed roll could be fed, uncut, into a Graber Automatic Developing, 
Washing and Fixing Machine. The new machine was advertised in the 1910 British Journal Almanac 
as “Enabling photographers to be postcard publishers”.  The advantages claimed for the machine 
were:  

 The cheapest and simplest plant on the market 

 Occupying only a small floor space (4 ft 6 in x 3 ft 6 in) 

 Unskilled labour could produce first class work 

 Could produce from 50,000 to 70,000 postcards per day 

 Could print from a postcard size up to a 25 inch x 12 inch picture 

 Could be worked by hand or power.  
 
Ellis quickly realised that thismachine could be further improved to meet customers’ needs if it could 
handle the photographic exposure of the face of the postcard and could also print the postcard 
header and other information with ink onto the reverse side. A machine combining photographic 
and letterpress printing was designed and patented.12  Patent 1871 of 12 Aug 1910, submitted by 
the inventor, Ellis Graber, Master Engineer, 16 and 38 Newton Rd Tunbridge Wells, described the 
machine: “A photographic and postcard printing machine which can be worked quickly using 
unskilled labour and which takes up a small floor space. Bromide or gaslight paper is fed into the 
machine from a continuous roll. The machine can print by letterpress with ink, from type or a block, 
onto one side of the paper and the other side, which is photo sensitive, is exposed to light passing 
through a negative. The length of exposure is easily adjusted to suit density of negatives. The 
exposed paper is then either cut into sections to be developed in trays, or fed continuously into an 
automatic developing, fixing, toning and washing machine. The machine can be worked by hand, 
foot, or power.” This machine was first advertised in the 1911 British Journal Almanac (published 
December 1910) as “The New Graber combined automatic exposing, type printing, and cutting 
machine”.  This was capable of exposing and printing 1000 postcards in an hour from one negative. 
The reverse side of the card could be printed from type or any printing blocks and exposed prints cut 
into convenient lengths from the reel for developing. The machine did not need the photographic 
paper to be pre-printed as postcards on the reverse.  

 
 

Ellis Graber Works at 16 Newton Rd Tunbridge Wells 
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The 1911 census showed Ellis, Alice and their two children living at 38 Newton Rd, Tunbridge Wells.  
Ellis, then 42, was listed as an Engineer and bookbinder, an employer, born in Poland, and a 
Naturalised British Subject. 13 Son Ellis Alexander Graber, then 16, was also listed as an engineer and 
bookbinder.  
 
In the 1913 British Journal Almanac, Ellis Graber advertised the patented “1912 Graber combined 
automatic exposing, type printing and cutting machine”.  Improvements over the last year had 
brought the speed of the machine up to 1500 postcards in an hour. His latest advertising strapline 
was “Every photographer may become his own publisher”.  Also in 1912 Ellis introduced a larger 
version of the “1912 Graber” called The “Graber Acme” machine, which could expose from more 
than one negative simultaneously and could produce 6000-8000 postcards an hour. Later, a smaller 
machine, The Presto, was introduced which could simply print the postcard backs onto rolls of 
photographic paper. This took an 11 inch roll or two 5.5 inch rolls and could print from two blocks 
side by side, with an output of 3000 to 4000 postcard headings per hour.   The “1912 Graber”, Acme 
and Presto machines were advertised in substantially the same form and with the same names, by 
the company until the 1940s. Other uses, quoted in the firm’s advertising, were for real 
photographic work for advertising purposes, photographic cigarette cards, Christmas and birthday  
cards, and calendars.  
 
Meanwhile Ellis was further improving his automatic photo processing machines, with another 
patent, No 18852, submitted on 19 August 1913. 
 

World War I – Working for the Government 
 
Ellis Graber’s regular advertising of photo processing machines ceased between 1913 and 1918. In 
1919 the firm re-commenced its advertising, and disclosed how they had been operating as part of 
the war effort: “Ellis Graber is still busy producing complete automatic photo plants for the British 
and Allied Governments and is therefore unable to accept orders for immediate delivery”. They were 
however keen to take orders for the future, which would be fulfilled in rotation. 14 In 1919 the firm 
advertised a new print processing machine, the “Perfected Plant”.  It is a family belief, passed on by 
word of mouth, that, during WW1, Ellis Graber contributed a number of practical inventions relating 
to aerial photography to assist the Royal Flying Corps, without any personal reward. 15 
 

 
 

Ellis Graber, 1920s, (Graber family archive) 
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Although working for the Government during the war years, the firm found it difficult to retain their 
workforce. In a local law suit, Ellis Graber successfully took action against a rival firm for poaching 
one of its workers. 16  
 
The Graber family, like so many others, suffered during the First World War. Ellis Alexander joined 
the Kent Cyclist Battalion (Machine gun section) but sadly lost his leg after being crushed in an 
accident during training in Canterbury. 17 Ellis’s younger son, Dyson was even less fortunate. He 
enlisted  in 1916 as a private with the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment, and was killed in action 
in France on 14 March 1917. 
 
After his discharge from the Army, Ellis Alexander Graber left the family business and opened the 
Norfolk Garage, at the rear of the Norfolk Hotel in Church Road, Tunbridge Wells. There he sold 
second hand cars and commercial vehicles, ran a hire car and taxi service and rented out a number 
of lock-up premises.  His son’s interest in the motor trade may explain why, in 1915, Ellis senior took 
out a patent for “Improvements in or relating to motor garages and the like buildings” 18. The device 
he patented was a floor level turntable onto which a vehicle could be driven and with which the 
vehicle could be rotated about its centre point. Ellis Alexander married Doris Muriel Gooding (1899-
1967), and had two children: Cyril Ellis (1919-1987) and Muriel Elsie (1920-1997). Around 1931 he 
took on more regular employment as a night operator with the GPO at their Tunbridge Wells 
telephone exchange, a post he held until his death in 1947 19 
 

Between the Wars 
 
After World War I, Ellis Graber returned to the production of postcard printing machines, print 
processing plant and a new print drying machine.  In 1922 Ellis, described as a British subject, of 16 
Newton Rd, Tunbridge Wells, patented further Improvements in or relating to machines for use in 
drying or treating photographic prints, films and the like. 20 Kellys Directories of 1934 and 1938 list 
Ellis Graber, Mechanical engineers, and as photographic printing machine makers at 16 Newton 
Road. There was a break in Ellis Graber’s regular advertising in the British Journal Almanac in 1941. 
They ran an advert for their patented plant in 1942, then advertising in that publication ceased.  No 
information has yet been found about what the firm did during WW2. It is possible that that, as in 
the previous war, they produced photo processing plant for government use, or production could 
have shifted to some other requirement for the war effort. Certainly they continued in operation for 
the duration of the war. In August 1942 they advertised:  “Wanted intelligent lad to learn practical 
engineering throughout, Apply Ellis Graber, Newton Road, Tunbridge Wells.” 21. Similar 
advertisements appeared in October and November 1943 and June and July 1944.22 
 
Below is an advertisement by the firm in the British Journal  Almanac 1936. This shows their 
complete standard plant.  
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Ellis Graber advertisement 1936 
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Ellis senior died on 14th February 1946, leaving an estate valued at £31,619. In reporting his death 
the local newspaper said “He achieved a world-wide reputation, particularly in relation to automatic 
production of photographic subjects”.23 
 
The business sadly died with its founder. On Friday 10 May 1946, p.1 of the Kent & Sussex Courier 
carried a notice for the disposal of the remains of the Ellis Graber business. The list of machinery and 
equipment is somewhat unimpressive for a firm whose products had been supplied over many years 
to every continent.  

“By Order of the Trustees of the late Ellis Graber. 16, Newton Road Tunbridge Wells. Sale of 
machinery, equipment, stock and office furniture, including:  Overhead Shafting, Pulleys and 
Belting, 4-h.p. Electric Motor Drilling Machine, 4 Screw Cutting Lathes, 5 Benches. Zortuna 
Power Saw, Cutting Precision Lathe.  Electric Transformer, Weighing Machine,  Forge, Hand 
Cart, Trolley; also a quantity of Castings, Screws, Nuts, Bolts, Spanners, Gear Parts and 
various Tools, Scrap Iron and Brass Tubing. The Office Furniture comprises: A small Safe, 4 
Cupboards. Nest of Pigeon Holes, 3 Swivel Armchairs, Roneo Steel filing Cabinet. 4 Drawers, 2 
Roneo Steel Single files. Typewriter and Miscellaneous Effects. 24 

 

Postcard Printers using Graber Presses 
 
From 1913 until 1933 Ellis Graber listed “some users of my machines” in his annual adverting in the 
British Journal Almanac. Appendix B lists the 136 firms appearing in these advertisements. This was 
not stated to be a comprehensive list, but shows those purchasers whose patronage was most likely 
to influence potential customers. These lists do not differentiate between Ellis Graber customers 
who bought machines for postcard production and those who bought machines for other photo 
printing purposes, but most of the names listed will be well known to deltiologists. Graber secured 
and maintained a market lead for this type of machinery in the UK and although there were many 
advertisements by postcard publishers directed towards photographers, no advertisements for 
competing machinery appeared in the British Journal Almanac. Some competition must have existed 
as Ellis Graber included in his advertising, “Caution! The Graber machines must not be confused with 
those which are copies of German machines and mere toys and which are periodically being 
advertised under various camouflaged fancy names. My machines are entirely of British Manufacture 
and have always been known as the world famous and reliable Graber photo-printing machines”.  
The firm probably had many more customers than appeared in their advertising. Some of the Ellis 
Graber machinery was passed on over time from one firm to another 25 and, as these were very 
robust machines, many were kept in use for years after the 1946 closure of Ellis Graber. 26 
 

The postcard legacy 
 
Countless millions of RP postcards must have been produced on Ellis Graber machines over the 
years. It is unlikely that any postcards have survived with any direct evidence of production on these 
machines. The following pointers can be given to spotting postcards likely to have been produced on 
Graber machines and Appendix C gives some examples. 
 

 These machines were used to produce black and white real photograph (RP) postcards.  
These are defined by Wikipedia as “A continuous-tone photographic image printed on 
postcard stock”. The term recognizes a distinction between the real photographic process 
and the lithographic or offset printing processes employed in the manufacture of most 
postcard images. The latter can be distinguished as being composed of a series of fine dots 
when examined with a magnifying glass.  
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 An acknowledgement on the card of production by one of the firms listed in Appendix A. But 
many of these firms would have produced postcards for clients who were photographers or 
small publishers and it might be the clients’ details that are shown on the postcard, rather 
than the printers. 

 

 A letterpress printed back. This could incorporate a line or two of type with publisher’s 
details and / or a design for the postcard header and divided back. Some examples are 
shown in Appendix C. Letterpress printing involves repeated direct impression of an inked, 
raised surface (i.e. with moveable type or a metal or wooden printing block) against a 
continuous roll of paper. Minor imperfections can sometimes be seen due to incomplete or 
over-inking of the printing surface or over inking because of dirt accumulating, particularly 
on tiny typefaces. One positive feature of the Graber presses would seem to have been the 
ability to get the type height and plate pressure correct. None of the example postcards so 
far examined exhibit any impressed marks from the type from too much pressure being 
applied during the printing process.  
 

 Topographical views and postcards of virtually any subject could have been produced on 
Graber presses. From the early 20th Century many studio photographers offered customers 
their portraits in postcard format with printed postcard backs. Studio portraits with postcard 
backs depicting ordinary member of the public, produced in very small quantities, are not 
likely to have been printed on the 1912 or Acme Graber machines, as such short runs would 
not be an economical use of the process. Graber advertising tends to suggest these 
machines came into their own with runs of around 50 prints and upwards. However, studio 
photographers producing smaller numbers of portraits may have printed these on 
photographic cardstock with the reverse letterpress printed for them by a supplier using the 
more simple Graber Presto machine.  

 

References 
 
Grace’s Guide https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Ellis_Graber  
 
“The Grabers of Tunbridge Wells” by Edward James Gilbert in Tunbridge Wells Family History Society 
Journal  No 51, 2011, p11.  
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Appendix A - Graber machines  
 
(Dates are taken from the first year advertised in the British Journal Almanac – these advertisements 
were placed in the final quarter of the previous year and the Almanac was published in December) 
 
 
 
 
1909 New Printing plant for bromide and gaslight postcards and paper enabling photographers to be 
postcard publishers.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1909 Graber automatic developing washing and fixing machine.  
 
No illustration found to date 
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1910 The “New Graber 1911”, Combined automatic exposing, type printing and cutting functions in 
a single machine. Could produce 1000 postcards in one hour.  
 

 
 
 
 
1910 Graber automatic exposing, developing, washing and fixing machine capable of producing from 
50,000 to 70,000 per day  
 
No illustration found to date. 
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1911 “The 1912 Graber” combined automatic exposing, type printing and cutting functions in a 
single machine (patented) for Bromide and Gaslight postcards and paper. Capable of producing 1500 
postcards in one hour. An improved version of the New Graber 1911. 
 
 

 
 
 
1910 The Graber automatic exposing (14 negatives) developing, washing, fixing, hot toning and 
washing; or bleaching washing and cold toning and washing machine, capable of producing 50,000 
to 70,000 per day. 
 
No illustration found to date 
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1912 The Graber “Acme” (patented and patents pending) a rapid rotary quadruple exposing, type 
printing and cutting machine suitable for post card and all round work, designed for pictures 9 x 11 
inches or 1 or 4 post cards. Working from two postcard images and printing also on the backs, 
capable of 3000 to 4000 per hour, or working from 4 negatives, 6000 to 8000 per hour. “The 
principle of the machine effects economy in orders of 50 or even less”.  
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1917 “Graber’s Presto” automatic type printing and cutting machine for sensitised card makers.  
Designed to print from the roll, taking one 11 inch roll, or two 5.5 inch rolls, printing the backs and 
cutting off sixes or twelves, printing 3000 to 4000 postcard headings per hour. 
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1917 The “Graber Perfected Plant” (which is shown here connected to a Graber Acme on the left ): 
type prints, exposes, develops then rinses, fixes, rinses again, tones, further rinses then hardens and 
finally washes. Produces either a warm or cold tone or black and white finished prints and may be 
matt sepia, glossy sepia, matt black and white or glossy black and white. 
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1919 The” Improved 1912” the specification appeared to be the same as the original 1912 model 
and improvements are not obvious. Was this simply a re-branding of an already perfected machine? 
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1924 “New Eclipse Drying Machine”. Dries the work after washing and automatically re-seals . This is 
the right hand unit with a round top in the following illustration. It is shown connected to an electric 
powered Graber ACME and the 1924 Graber New Ideal Developing Machine, which develops, rinses, 
fixes, washes, hardens and washes a second time . This complete set-up was called “The Standard 
Complete Plant” in 1934  
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Appendix B – Ellis Graber’s Customers 
 

Customer firms listed in Ellis Graber Advertisements in the British Journal Almanac.  
 

 Shows the customer had more than one machine  
 

Dates shown are the year in the title of the Almanac. The adverts would have been placed in the 
third quarter of the preceding year and the Almanac was published each December.   
 
UK Customers  
  
Abrahams' Aerograph Photo Co, Portsmouth 1920 
Aerial Photo Co, The, Peterborough * 1923 to 1932 
Arnott, P. Glasgow 1921 
Auto Photo Co, The, Glasgow * 1923 to 1926 
Auto Photo Publishing Co., The,  Glasgow * 1918 to 1921 
Avery, W. & T. Ltd, Birmingham * 1918 to 1933 
Bagshaw & Co, Doncaster 1918 to 1930 
Barton, Harvey and Sons Ltd, Bristol * 1913 to 1933 
Bells Photo Co Ltd, Leigh on Sea * 1920 to 1933 
Boughton, W. and Sons, Thetford 1920 
Bradford and District Newspaper Co 1923 to 1927 
Bromo Photo Co Ltd, Lewisham * 1929 to 1933 
Burney, Robert W. Wigan, Lancs 1928 
Camburn, Harold H., Tunbridge Wells 1913 to 1921 
Clissold, Salisbury 1918 
Collier, P.O. Reading 1913 to 1921 
Cook, W.T., Upper Caterham * 1920 to 1933 
Criterion Ltd, Birmingham 1920 to 1933 
Curtis, William, Kilnsey, Skipton 1913 
Dennis and Sons Ltd, Scarborough * 1913 to 1925 
Dorrett and Martin, London 1918 to 1932 
Edwards and Bryning Ltd, Rochdale 1918 to 1936 
Fotex Works, Biggleswade 1923 to 1926 
Gelatining Co, The, Lewisham * 1920 to 1928 
Glover, Eric P. Leeds 1920 to 1921 
Gulliman, Grancville, Ltd Leamington Spa 1932 to 1933 
Halifax Photo Co, The, Halifax 1913 
Hardie, Fred, Aberdeen * 1918 to 1933 
Howarth, H.E., Ltd, Fleetwood 1924 to 1925 
Ilford Ltd, Ilford * 1918 to 1933 
Jarrold and Sons, Norwich 1923 to 1933 
Johnston, R. and Son, Gateshead. 1924 to 1933 
Jones, Williams and Co, Preston * 1918 to 1924 
Judges Ltd, Hastings *  1913 to 1933 
Kappa Works, Ltd. 1923 
Kodak Ltd, London * 1913 to 1933 
Kosmos Photographics Ltd, Letchworth Herts. * 1918 to 1933 
Lankester, Percy, Tunbridge Wells 1918 to 1921 
Leigh Photographic Paper Co, Leigh on Sea 1918 
Lewis, A.J.C., New Barnet 1918 to 1921 
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Lewis, C and A.G., Nottingham 1920 to 1926 
Lewis, Frederick, Birmingham 1913 to 1920 
Lilywhite Ltd, Halifax 1918 to 1933 
Mains, F.P., Kilmarnock, Scotland 1918 
Marion and Co Ltd, London 1920 to 1925 
Marshall and Co, Nottingham * 1925 to 1933 
Mason, J., Bradford 1913 to 1921 
Mason, T.H., Dublin 1930 to 1933 
McCann, D.A., Cork, Ireland 1918 to 1930 
Millar and Lang Ltd, Glasgow 1918 to 1927 
Mitry Bros, London 1918 to 1921 
Mortimer and Co, London SW. 1918 
Northern Photographic Co, Bradford * 1918 to 1921 
Paget Prize Plate Co, Watford * 1918 to 1933 
Palmer, W.E. and Sons, New Barnet 1918 to 1921 
Parsons, F.J. Ltd, Hastings 1913-1918 
Photochrom Co Ltd, Tunbridge Wells 1923 to 1933 
Photo Printing and Publishing Co, Croydon * 1918 to 1921 
Photo Services Ltd, Shrewsbury 1933 
Rotary Photo Co Ltd, West Drayton * 1918 to 1933 
Saronie, Liverpool 1918 to 1923 
Scholastic Souvenir Co, Blackpool * 1927 to 1933 
Shortman. A.G. & Co, Bristol * 1918 to 1921 
Tower Bridge Paper Co, London 1918 to 1924 
Turnbull, R. Glasgow 1918 
USA Studios, London 1918 to 1921 
Valentine and Sons Ltd, Dundee * 1923 to 1933 
Verdier, Leon, London 1923 
Walton Photographic Co, London 1933 
Wellington and Ward Ltd, Elstree 1927 to 1933 
West, S.D. and Son, Whitstable 1933 

 
 
Overseas Firms listed as machine purchasers from Ellis Graber  
 
Abs, S. Tokio, Japan 1926 to 1927 
Acme Photo Co, Norfolk, USA. * 1926 to 1933 
Ali Shukri Bey, Constantinople 1921 to 1926 
American Photo Supply Co, Mexico * 1921 to 1933 
Associated Screen News Ltd, Montreal 1930 to 1933 
Aurelio Loyo, Orizaba, Mexico 1923 to 1933 
Bald, J.W., Midland, Ontario, Canada 1930 to 1932 
Brandt & Co, Kristiania 1918 to 1932 
Buchter, H.E., Zurich 1918 to 1924 
Byron Harmon, Banff, Alberta  1923 to 1933 
Carrie, J.F., Carpentras, France 1923 to 1933 
Compania Chilena De Tabacos, Valparaiso 1933 
Cortinas, Antonio, Havana, Cuba 1928 to 1933  
Curtis, William, Kilnsey, Skipton 1918 
Davis, C.H.,New York 1920 to 1929 
Etienne, Franck, Ghent, Belgium 1920 to1933 
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Fernandez and Carbonell, Barcelona 1918 to 1933 
Ferrando, Francisco I, Veracruz 1921 to 1933 
Gabrielsen & Bjerck, Norway 1920 to 1925 
Garriga, A., Barcelona 1923 to 1933 
Gevaert, L. & Co, Antwerp 1920 to 1933 
Goes, Em. Ostende 1932 to 1933 
Gowen Sutton Co, The, Vancouver * 1923 to 1933 
Graphic Times Sun Co, Tokyo * 1928 to 1933  
Harrison Lee, W.  Australia 1918 to 1929 
Hayward, S.J., Montreal 1923 to 1933 
Jennings, W.N., Philadelphia 1921 to 1933 
Kodak Ltd, Hungary 1930 to 1933 
Kuwada, S. and Sons, Osaka, Japan 1929 to 1933 
Leigh, S.T. and Co, Sydney 1926 to 1933 
Les Grandes Imprimeries, Belges 1931 to 1933 
Levson Ltd, Johannesburg 1920 to 1929 
Lida and Co, Tokio 1923 to 1932 
Lightbourn, Jno. N., Danish W Indies 1918 to 1932 
Little Art Shop, The, Woodstock, NY 1927 to 1933 
Lyall Photo Co Ltd, Winnipeg 1913 to 1933 
Lykides, Geo, Salonica, Greece 1928 to 1933  
Mark Blow, Sydney 1913 to 1928 
Martin, C.A., Durban, S.A. 1923 to 1926 
Muller, R., Bohemia, Austria Hungary 1921 to 1931 
National Commercial Photo Co, Chicago * 1923 
National Photograph Co, Chicago * 1924 to 1933 
Neill, Hugh and G.K., New Zealand 1926 to 1933 
Nerlien, J.L. Oslo, Norway 1930 to 1933 
Noble, G.,Banff, Alberta 1924 to 1925 
Ogawa, K.,Tokyo, Japen 1918 to 1925 
Olson, Harald, Stockholm 1931 to 1933 
Ortiz, Enrique, H., Havana, Cuba * 1929 to 1933 
Padova Freres, Smyrna 1920 to 1921 
Pesha Art Co, Marine City, USA 1923 to 1933 
Piggott, J.K., San Francisco * 1923 to 1933 
Rose Stereographs, Armadale Melbourne 1918 to 1926 
Shunker Das and Co Lahore, India 1925 to 1931 
Societa Italiana “Gyska”, Rome 1918 to 1933 
Stadler Photographic Co New York 1925 to 1933 
Stadler Photographic Co, Chicago * 1926 to 1933 
Strains Ltd, Winnipeg 1918 to 1929 
Stumpf, A.G., New Jersey, USA 1918 to 1925 
Sutton, A.J., Vancouver B.C. 1918 to 1921 
Theodorides-Freres, Constantinople 1927 
Ventori, Bologna, Italy * 1921 to 1933 
Vickery Bros, Ilfracombe 1924 to 1933 
Walsh, J.T., Sydney, Australia 1920 to 1929 
West-Dempster Co Grand Rapids, Mich. 1928 to 1933  
Zaltman, Leon, Roumania 1921 
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Appendix C - Postcard Examples 
 
Below are some examples of real photograph postcards, believed to have been produced on Graber 
presses.  
 
Example 1.  Composite real photograph sepia postcard with five views of Salisbury. Reverse is 
printed  “Post card, British manufacture, Harvey Barton and Son, Bristol”. In the centre of the 
heading is a small graphic of the Clifton Suspension Bridge. At right angles, dividing the back, is a line 
of sans serif type capitals, type size is around 4 point,  “Harvey Barton and Sons Ltd, Bristol”. Harvey 
Barton and Son Bristol is a firm listed among Graber’s customers in their advertising from 1913 to 
1933. This example is perfectly printed despite the small type size used in places.  
 

 
 

 
 
Example 2.  Real photograph black and white postcard of Wolsey’s Gate, Ipswich No 520. Reverse is 
printed with a typeset header “Pictorial Post Card” in an art nouveau font. Printed at right angles 
along left hand edge “Real Photo Series. Lankester & Co Tunbridge Wells”. Percy Lankester, 
Tunbridge Wells, is a firm listed among Graber’s customers in their advertising from 1918 to 1921. 
This example is slightly over-inked on the type on the left hand edge. There is no mention in the text 
of British manufacture.  
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Example 3. Real Photograph sepia postcard of The Lynch Gate, Penshurst. Postcard header on the 
reverse has an image of a well and the divider between the panels for the address and message is 
the rope leading from the well down to a bucket. On the well canopy is written “The Wells Series”. 
The header includes the text “Real Photograph Post Card” which has been set with a heavier 
typeface for the words “Real Photograph” than is used for “Post Card”.  Printed at right angles, along 
the left hand side “Produced by H.H.Camburn, Tunbridge Wells, for C.D.Eagleton, Post Office 
Penshurst.”  It is is a little unusual  to have the details of both the manufacturer and the publisher of 
the card recorded.  Harold H Camburn, Tunbridge Wells, is a firm listed among Graber’s customers in 
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their advertising from 1913 to 1921. Inking is a little uneven, with some over-inking of the small 
typeface on the left hand side.  
 
 

 
 
 
Example 4. Real photograph black and white postcard of New Admiralty Arch, London by the Rotary 
Photo Co, c.1913. Reverse has a simple postcard header in sepia. In the stamp box is printed “Printed 
in Britain” and at right angles to the header, on the left hand edge is printed “Rotary Photographic 
Series”.  Rotary Photo Co Ltd West Drayton, is a firm listed among Graber’s customers in their 
advertising from 1918 to 1933. The printing is perfect.  
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Example 5. Real photograph sepia postcard of an oblique aerial photograph of Penzance.  Header is a 
simple text “Post Card British Made”. “Post Card” is printed in an open typeface. Printed at right 
angles, dividing the address and correspondence panels, is “Copyright Photograph by W.T.Cook Ltd 
Caterham” .  In the middle of the header is a “T” structure made up of type pieces in the form of 
open blocks. W.T.Cook, Upper Caterham, is a firm listed among Graber’s customers in their 
advertising from 1920 to 1921. Printing is perfect.  
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Example 6 
 
Frith Series Postcard, black and white view of a street scene in Weaverthorpe, North Yorkshire. 
Reverse of the card header “Post Card Frith’s Series, Printed in England”, at right angles is printed 
“Copyright F Frith and Co Ltd Reigate.” There is a gap in this line of text between the word 
“Copyright” and the rest of the words – presumably this line of type was set up this way so that the 
name of a publisher could easily be added in should the next job require it.  Beneath the header is 
written “All Best Wishes and Greetings to You” in an italic font which seems to be set up as a line of 
type rather than part of the header block. This line of type appears to be slightly over-inked, with the 
centres of a number of letters filled with ink. Francis Frith, a major postcard producer, does not 
appear in any of Graber’s advertisements as a customer. However, a large number of Frith’s 
postcard negatives were purchased in the 1960s by Campkins of Cambridge and they continued 
producing postcards for customers from these negatives. To do this Campkins used Graber 
machines, previously owned by the Automatic Photo Printing Co, Peterborough, which in turn had 
come to them from Graber’s customer, the  Aerial Photo Co of Peterborough.   
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Example 7 Alexandra Road Wisbech. The next attribution is even more problematic. This is a black 
and white real photo postcard of Alexandra Road, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. The reverse has a 
simple type Post Card header. Printed at right angles along the left hand edge of the reverse is 
“Published by Brenners’ Bazaar 14 High Street, Wisbech “. Along the bottom left hand edge is 
“Printed in England 7649-1675”. Brenner’s Bazaar (note the position of the apostrophe)  was a 
relatively small postcard publisher in Wisbech and it is very unlikely that they printed their own 
postcard stock. It is much more likely that they purchased their cards a few dozen at a time from a 
specialist postcard printer. The number code on the bottom of the card suggests it is a product from 
a firm with a large catalogue. So, this RP postcard is letterpress printed on the reverse and there is a 
good chance this was printed on a Graber machine, by an unidentified postcard printer. Future finds 
with similar coding on the reverse may lead to the identity of the printer.  This example is perfectly 
printed.  
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Notes 
                                                           
1GB189411858 submitted 19 June 1894; GB189505394 submitted 14 March 1895; CA52436 
submitted 29 Feb 1896;  GB189608050 submitted 16 April 1896; GB189711126 submitted 4 May 
1897;  CA60943 submitted 12 April 1898; GB190126362 submitted 24 Dec 1901. 
 
2  Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 24 January 1902, p7 report of Bankruptcy proceedings against Lewis 
Hepworth. Hepworth suggested Ellis and Co was just a tentative trial venture connected with ruling 
machines and that trading proper started in 1897 with the formation of the Hepworth Printing and 
Ruling Co Ltd. He was unable to produce any books relating to Ellis and Co. 
 
3 Kent & Sussex Courier - Wednesday 18 December 1901, p4, report of the Public examination of 
Lewis Hepworth in the Tunbridge Wells Bankruptcy Court.  Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 24 January 
1902 p7 the adjourned bankruptcy public examination. 
 
4 Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 15 November 1901 
 
5 Patent GB190126362 
 
6 Order made against Lewis Hepworth carrying on business as the Hepworth Ruling and Printing 
Machine Co, residing at 16 Beltring Road, Tunbridge Wells and carrying on business at Quarry Road 
Tunbridge Wells, printers engineer and managing director of a limited company: 11 Dec 1901 
 
7 Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 13 December 1901 p5 
 
8 The London Gazette Publication date: 23 September 1904 Issue:  27716 Page: 6152. Lewis 
Hepworth and Co agreed that in order to reconstruct the business the company would be wound up. 
19th May 1904. Fred Barrett Chairman. The London Gazette 21 March 1905 Issue: 27777 Page: 2204, 
laying of final accounts on winding up and explanation from the liquidator 
 
9 Patent US714576 submitted 21 July 1902 
 
10 Patent GB190216328 submitted 22 July 1902. 
 
11 For example, the North Down Herald and County Down Independent - Friday 14 June 1912  p3 
carried an advertisement, “It may not be generally known, but it is nevertheless a fact that the North 
Down Printing Works contains the only Paper Ruling Machine in the County, consequently we are in 
a position to execute orders for ruled ledgers, account books and commercial printing of every 
description in the shortest possible time, and at the minimum cost.” 
 
12 Patent GB191218096 submitted 12 August 1912. 
 
13 The London Gazette, 5 February 1924 Issue: 32904 Page: 1059, recorded that Ellis Graber, born in 
Russia, Master Engineer and Inventor, of 8, Beulah Road, Tunbridge Wells was granted a Certificate 
of Naturalisation by the Secretary of State. Ellis swore an Oath of Allegiance on 11 January 1924. 
According to the National Archives the certificate was issued in class HO334, Home Office: 
Immigration and Nationality Department: Duplicate Certificates of Naturalisation, Declarations of 
British Nationality, and Declarations of Alienage, so the certificate issued to Ellis in 1924 was 
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probably a duplicate of one issued before 1901. The different places of birth might be a clerical 
error, or possibly the result of border changes between Russia and Poland. 
 
 
14 British Journal Almanac 1919 p 583 
 
15 Source, discussion with Ellis Graber’s great grandson. 
 
16 Kent and Sussex Courier Fri 9 June 1916, Ellis Graber v F.Hayden and Co. Ernest Reybronk, a 
discharged Belgian Soldier left Graber and went to work for higher wages for Hayden. Alleged 
unsuccessfully that Graber was paying less than the Union agreed wage. Graber won the case and 
Hayden was fined £10. Reybronk ordered back to work for Graber. 
 
17 Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 17 September 1915  p3. The report of the accident concluded: “His 
father, Mr. Ellis Graber, is well known in Tunbridge Wells as an inventor of singular genius, who has 
incorporated some distinctly clever ideas in his patented machinery of various kinds.”  
 
18 12370 of 1915 submitted 27 August 1915. Ellis Graber, 16 Newton Road and 8 Beulah Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Master engineer. A rotating platform to allow vehicles to be turned around while 
parked within a confined space.  
 
19 Son Ellis Alexander Graber died 1/10/1947 he was survived by his wife Doris Muriel, and a son and 
a daughter. Kent & Sussex Courier - Friday 10 October 1947 P5 
 
20 29650/21 192765 8 Aug 1922. Continuous apparatus for treating ; drying. - A machine for drying 
prints, films &c. or paper or other material comprises a set of rollers arranged between discs to form 
a drum. The web  is fed on to the drum which is caused to rotate by means of gearing and the rollers 
are themselves rotated at a peripheral velocity greater than that of the drum 
 
21 Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser - Friday 21 August 1942  p8 
 
22 Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser - Friday 29 October 1943  p8, Sevenoaks Chronicle and 
Kentish Advertiser - Friday 19 November 1943 p8, Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser - 
Friday 07 July 1944  p8, 
  
23 Kent and Sussex Courier Fri 22 February 1946 Reporting the death of Mr Graber aged 77 of 8 
Beulah Rd Tunbridge Wells last Thursday (14/2/1946). Executors Reginald Moris Davids, theatre 
manager, Charles Edgar Barham, Kodak house manager and Frederick Richard Kember,  Solicitor’s 
managing clerk 
 
24 Brackett and Sons were instructed to sell by public auction upon the premises, as above, on 
Wednesday 22 May  1946, commencing at I p.m. On view morning of Sale between 9 a.m. and 12 
noon. Catalogues (price Id.) from the Auctioneers' Offices, 27/29, High Street, Tunbridge Wells.  
 
25   For example Birmingham Daily Post - Saturday 11 March 1939  p3. Auction Sale advertised of 
photographic equipment at the Nuro Works Biggleswade which included a Graber postcard printing 
and cutting machine 
 
26 For example we can trace the machine which was supplied to the Aerial Photo Company 
Peterborough to two later owners and the machine was still in use producing short runs of 
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topographical postcards for local post offices as late as the 1960s. (Personal Recollections of Tom 
Johnson http://www.fadingimages.uk/TJpodcast.asp)  

 
 

http://www.fadingimages.uk/TJpodcast.asp

